[Drug development in paediatric oncology].
Cure rates in children with cancer exceed 75 % today. Notwithstanding this high success rate, 60-90 % of drugs employed in Paediatric Oncology are used off label. Comprehensive pre-clinical screening of candidate substances may help to generate entity-specific priority lists and to be faster and more selective in feeding promising candidates into the development process of drugs for use in children. The upcoming EU regulation "Better medicine for children" offers professional societies and their trial groups the opportunity to upgrade existing structures and benefit from the expected increase in paediatric clinical trials. Networking joining more national and international institutions and boards may serve to expand the repertoire of clinical trials and to establish powerful structures. Such a network may be an attractive partner for the drug industry and may thus eventually lead to a reduction in off label use in paediatric oncology.